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No Bouncing to Bowling Green
By Barnet Fagel
’Tis the season to be jolly! There’s no
snow in the offing, so it’s time to enjoy a
Corvette summer. Take off your car
cover, unhook the battery tender, and give
your Vette a good wash. Like many other
club members, I’m preparing for CNCC’s
jaunt down to Bowling Green, Kentucky.
As part of my traveling plans, I do not
want to include mechanical breakdowns,
arduous times behind the wheel, or any
unfortunate incidents. In my case I knew
my Corvette needed attention to be fully
prepared for the trip ahead. A major entrée on my maintenance menu was suspension attention and whether or not I
needed new shock absorbers. As a critical
gauge for shock absorber replacement,
I’ve always believed that “jouncing” the
front end of the car and observing how
many times the body continues to bounce
is the key factor.
Shock absorbers determine the safety
and driving sanity of a short trip and are

critical on the long ride to Bowling
Green. Replacing the shock absorbers
solely based on mileage, which in my
case was just north of 60,000 miles, was
not enough of a reason for me to spend
the money. But my safety is. I was still
curious about a valid Corvette shock absorber test so I asked around. I talked to
friends, club members, and mechanics;
they all seemed to agree that the Corvette
is unique because of its sports car stiff
suspension. I wasn’t satisfied with this
answer and had to come up with a method
that I felt would validate the true condition of the shock absorbers.
My shock absorber testing theory became
reality a few days later when I joined some
friends for coffee at the local Panera’s. This
Panera’s has a full glass front façade facing
the parking spaces. As I pulled up to the
front I could see the reflection of my car in
the glass, and as I applied the brakes to park
I noticed the front end of my Corvette. I
gently applied the brakes and
Barnet jounces the front end of his Vette
saw my Corvette dip more than
I thought was appropriate for
the braking effort. I pulled in
and out of the parking space to
repeat the braking maneuver a
number of times and noticed
my Corvette dipped too much
in relationship to how much
braking I applied. This was a
subjective opinion on my part
based on my Corvette driving
experience.
I mentioned this phenomenon to a number of other Corvette owners who said they
had never heard of this test
before, so I pass this on to
those of you as a possible way
to validate whether or not
your Corvette needs new

shocks. I decided to have Bilsteins installed — a set of four for $369 online (I
couldn’t afford $1,500 or $2,000 for adjustable shocks). I also learned that the
sway bar links for my generation 2000
Corvette are not as good as the kind that
are factory installed after 2001, so I opted
to get aircraft aluminum replacements.
For the third element of my suspension
rehab, my car tended to pull to the left or
right during deceleration on uneven
roads. This steering symptom was not being caused by the brakes or the alignment.
I found the solution to my problem by
listing the symptoms online at www.Cor
vetteForum.com and found the answer. It
seems that by adding aftermarket sway
bars and lowering the front suspension,
the factory tie rod ends have a tendency
to bind on rutted roads, which is just the
situation I had been experiencing. The
answer was simple. Baer manufactures
replacement tie rod ends that incorporate
swivel ends, allowing the steering to
function smoothly, no matter what the
road surface.
I put all the parts in the back of my
Vette, made a service appointment, and
then drove over to Stasek for the installation a few days later. With the use of a
free Stasek loaner car, I was able to go
back to work as Elvis Beltran, the chief
Corvette technician at Stasek, performed
surgery on my suspension.
In addition to the customary suspension
Continued on page 14
Barnet Fagel has had a life-long passion
for Corvettes going back to the 1980s
when he was a consultant for the Chevrolet Corvette. This will be his second trip
to Bowling Green, and he is looking forward to cruising on Kentucky’s pot-hole
free highway, roads, and city streets.
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What’s New
At The August 12th Car Show
membership from the National Corvette
Museum, and two gift baskets from WaPa-Ghetti’s, thanks to Frank Gargano.
Actually Frank and I have a fun rivalry
going on as to who can get the most sponsors. Right now I have 12, and I’m working on several more.
Is there a prize for the person who gets
the most sponsors?
Gary: Recognition. [Everyone laughs!]
Tom: Frank, what is the secret to getting someone to fork over $100 to be a
sponsor and not receive anything?
Frank: Like Gary says, it’s recognition.
Each $100 sponsor gets a T-shirt, a beautiful plaque with his name on it, and the
sponsor’s name appears on the plaques of
three car-show winners. Also, $100 sponsors get their name in “The Accelerator”
and on the CNCC web site.

Fun for the Entire Family!
MEN
Car Picture Booth
Haggerty Insurance
Amsoil  Cousin Joe’s
H.P. Performance
MB Financial Bank

WOMEN
Mario Tricoci  Miche Bags
Pampered Chef  Scentsy Candles
Jewelry Vendors

Why should someone spend $25 and participate in this car show?
CHILDREN
Tom: Beyond the fact that I just like
Jump House  Bozo Buckets
looking at Corvettes, we have added acFace Painting  Wooden Car Painting
tivities for the ladies and children. We
want every-one to have a good time.
a $25 sponsor. He still has his name in
Gary: There will be games for the kids,
“The Accelerator,” on our website, and our
items of interest for women, displays, and
T-shirt. It all adds up for the club, too. Like
lots of Corvettes. The basic thing is it will
Tommy said, not everyone wants to spend
be a family-oriented car show.
$100. We are starting to take in more $25
Frank: My wife Kathy has been putting
together a number of
items, such as raffle gifts
from Mario Tricoci,
Miche Bags, and jewelery vendors as well as
face painting and a jump
house for the children.
Gary: And there will
be a special auction for a
two-day class at the
Bondurant School of
High Performance Driving with special instruction for driving the ZO6.
It’s worth nearly $3,000.
We don’t want to raffle
A ZO6 on the track at Bondurant. Someone will win a two-day class at the Bondurant
it off like a $35 item. It’s School of High Performance Driving as part of a special raffle at CNCC’s 7th Annual
an important prize for
All-Corvette Show. The class is valued at $3,000. What a thrill!
someone who wants to
use it.
For many of these corporations, $100 is sponsors, and that adds up quickly.
Frank: To date there are 17 sponsors,
Tom: But a $25 sponsor does not get a
not a big deal. For $100 the sponsor
which means we have taken in $1,700, so
plaque.
comes to the show for the day and reeverything looks good and is taking
Gary: That’s right.
ceives a T-shirt and plaque. It’s a nice
shape. Ultimately the goal is to make this
Frank: This is going to be the biggest
thing to do and to receive. And another
event free for the club by having paying
show we’ve had in terms of bringing in
sponsors. Gary, tell us about the sponsors. thing: people like seeing our stunning
the most money. In terms of our sponsors,
cars — Corvettes!
Gary: Right now we have Wa-Pawe practically have most of the show paid
Ghetti’s Pizza, MB Financial Bank,
for right now.
$100 can be a lot for small companies.
Allstate, and MetLife; some of the raffle
Are there other levels of sponsorship?
prizes include a set of weather tech floor
Continued on page 14
Gary: Yes. A person or company can be
mats, a $25 gift card with a free one-year

Photo courtesy Bondurant School of High Performance Driving

Editor’s Note: While the logistics and
details of making a car show successful
are too many to list here, this year’s event
promises to be our greatest effort to date.
The following discussion shows some of
the questions and planning for the August
Car Show, courtesy of our 2012 Car
Show Chairmen: Gary Paetsch, Frank
Gargano, and Tom Sherrick.
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The Largest Corvette Dealer in Illinois
Bloomington Gold Sponsor
Authorized Callaway Corvette Dealer
Lifetime Member,
National Corvette Museum

Stop by Today and Test Drive a 2012 Corvette
Bill Stasek Chevrolet, 700 West Dundee Road, Wheeling, Illinois 60090
847-537-7000, www.StasekChevrolet.com
Sales Hours: Monday-Friday 9 am to 9 pm; Saturday 9 am to 6 pm
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Don Vertone —
Drag Racing Out of Toll Booths
By Judy Nelson
Don Vertone and his wife Clare may be
relatively new members of CNCC, but
Don has had Corvettes for the past 25
years. He wasn’t at all familiar with Chicagoland North Corvette Club until a year
ago when promotional fliers for our car
show caught his attention. He and his son
decided to stop by. “When I talked with
some of the members, I liked what I
heard,” he remembers, “and I decided to
join the club.”
Don’s life with Corvettes began in
1965 at the age of 40 when he went to
Continental Motors in Brookfield, Illinois. “The owner said, ‘I’ve got a ’65 red
Corvette; you should take it for the weekend.’ That’s what got me into Corvettes. I
had it for the weekend, and couldn’t pass
up buying it. I had passed up buying a
new GTO earlier that week!”
Through Sleet and Snow
That red ’65 became Don’s daily driver
for five years. “A friend had a brand new
’66 Corvette and I had my ’65. We would
drag race out of toll booths, topping off at
120-130 mph. I actually beat him, and
after all these years he never forgave me.
“I put snow tires on my Vette to get
through the winter weather. Once during
the snow storm of ’67, it took me an
hour-and-a-half to drive home instead of
the usual 15 minutes. The snow was
heavy and fell quickly, but I never touched the brakes. I drove slowly enough so
that when I took my foot off the gas, the
car slowed down by itself and glided
through the snow. Of course, one night
that winter I got stuck turning into the
garage, and it took me 20 minutes to get
out. That Vette went through everything
that winter!
“I bought the car near Mother’s Day
and got a ticket for going through a red
light, even though I was in the middle of
the intersection when the light changed.
The officer gave me a ticket anyway. To
add to the drama I didn’t have any plates
because I had just bought the car the day
before. From then on, we called the car’s
color Arrest Me Red.”

Don and Clare Vertone
with Ken Hedeen, right,
after a Saturday morning
breakfast at The Omega.
At right, Don with his ’85
C4 Corvette.

An ’85 Corvette became part of the
Vertone’s household a year-and-a-half
ago, and Don decided not to drive it in
winter. “The original owner was a 92year-old woman who couldn’t drive any
more; apparently the car was unused for a
while because the vehicle had dirt in
places where it would accumulate only if
the car sat out for a long time. My son
bought it from the woman and drove it for
a year, putting on about 1,000 miles. He
decided to buy a later model Corvette and
gave me the ’85 on Father’s Day. It is
white with red interior and runs beautifully. I drive it whenever the sun shines.”
Growing Up in Chicago
Don grew up on the northwest side of
Chicago and attended Steinmetz and Roosevelt High Schools. His father and
mother never owned a car — and never

drove one — and Clare’s father and
mother never owned a car either. “My
father didn’t think cars were necessary;
we got around on buses. Dad wouldn’t
even sign for a car for me, and I was 21
before I had a car.”
Camouflage Specialist
At age 18 Don joined the U.S. Army (he
was the youngest guy in the outfit) and was
stationed at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri
for six months and then Ft. Belvoir, Virginia where he worked as a camouflage
specialist. His company had 36 to 40 men,
all trained in camouflage. “I could hide
your house with camouflage. If a road
curved to the right, we could make the
curve disappear. We learned to use natural
resources — branches, twigs — to camouflage roads. It was a way to keep
roads from getting bombed out during
wartime.
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“We put our skills to the test, only to
photograph each project, whether it was
making an army tank or Nike missile out
of twigs, wire, or burlap and paint. We
used whatever we could get our hands on
to camouflage equipment so that at 500
feet you couldn’t tell the difference from
the real thing.”
In 1954-56 Don drove a jeep for a battalion commander. “The only thing my
company worried about was that the Suez
Canal was blocked, and we thought we
would be assigned there to help keep it
open. I could be assigned to a Navy unit,
a Marine unit, or a Coast Guard unit to
show them how to camouflage equipment. When I enlisted, Army officers ask
what I would like to do. I said train either
in heavy equipment or as a baker; I never
imagined ending up in camouflage.” After Don’s two years of service ended, he
followed his father’s career and trained to
become a professional barber.
Meeting Clare
Don was 21 when he met Clare Wangrow, his future wife, through a good
friend of the Vertone family. He remembers that he “didn’t know her that well
but, nonetheless, asked her out one day.
We dated for five years and then got married on May 12, 1962. We just celebrated
our 50th wedding anniversary.”

Clare Vertone’s Berries and Cream Pie
Make pastry for one pie crust (unbaked).
Line the crust with 4 cups berries or 4 peaches (large slices).
Mix together:
2/3 cup sugar
4 tablespoons flour
1/4 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. cinnamon
1 cup whipping cream (30%). Do not whip the cream.
Pour this mixture over the berries or peaches.
Bake at 400 degrees for 35 to 45 minutes until the crust is nicely
browned and filling is set. (Filling is set when you insert a knife,
then is relatively clean when you take it out.) Serve slightly warm.

“Then on April Fool’s Day of 1957 that
car was stolen from the front of my
house. Two months later the Coal City
police department called to say they had
found my car, stripped and burned. Next I
owned a 1957 Chevy convertible, black,
that was a choice piece of machinery; it is
now a collectable. I paid $2,730 dollars

industrial carburetor on the engine. It was
a long process. The first time we started
the engine, it bent all the push rods. It was
a competitive car so we took it to ice
races, dirt bashes, and that kind of thing.
It was a lot of fun.”
Many cars later, the Vertone’s have
two grown children: a son who is a policeman and a daughter who is a known
multi-tasker and a very good cook. “We
have two grandsons, and our 14-year-old
granddaughter is a budding actress who
has been in 17 plays; she now has the lead
in Charlie and The Chocolate Factory.”

Left, Don’s Porsche,
1962 ; center, his first
car (very fast), a Chevy
convertible purchased
in 1957; right, his first
Corvette (also very fast!)

Cars, Cars, Cars
At the age of 21 Don went to barber
school and ended up owning several
shops; in 1956 he bought his first car, a
’49 Mercury coupe that is now a classic.
He has probably had 25 cars since then,
including the two Corvettes. “The Mercury cost me $250, and I had it for about a
year. My second car came by way of a
mechanic I worked for who had rebuilt a
Ford convertible for his wife. He surprised
her with it, but she refused the car because
it didn’t have an automatic trans! It made
him so mad that he gave me the Ford,
charging me only for the parts he’d put in
it and not his labor. So for $400 I became
the owner of a practically new Ford.

for it, brand new; it had a hot engine. For
that same car in the same shape, you’d
have to pay $130,000, at auction!
“A fun-to-drive Porsche coupe followed the Ford, while Clare had a Volkswagen with a special, souped-up engine
that I built. Once a week I took off from
my business and worked on the engine at
an auto shop with one of the mechanics
looking over my shoulder. When I bought
it the car did about 60 mph, stock; when I
was done, it did well over 100 mph. To
improve the performance, I took a stock
block to a speed shop and had it bored out
so the block would accept bigger piston
barrels, which is called oversquaring. We
chopped the flywheel and put a Porsche

The Good Life
Now semi-retired, Don shares his free
time between Corvetting, bowling, and
golf, a sport that has become a passion.
Over the years he has worked at five different golf courses and says, “I’d do almost anything for free golf.”
Would he rather golf or drive his Corvette? In a split second he laughs as he
replies, “I drive my Corvette to the golf
course, sliding my golf clubs in the car by
the passenger side of the Vette. I’m also
in three bowling leagues, so I do a little of
everything.
“Seriously, I have the best of all
worlds, with a great supporting family.”
Seriously, Don, we believe you do! 
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A Salute to All Our Veterans
Ed Bojan, U.S. Navy; Aircraft Engineer Mechanic, Flight Engineer, and
Combat Air Crewman. “I served actively
from 1951-1955 and on inactive reserve
from 1955-1959. After training at Great
Lakes Naval Air Station, I served at the
Naval Operating Base Trinidad B.W.I.
with the VP-34 Patrol Squadron and the
Naval Air Test Center, Patuxent River,
Maryland, Flight Test Division.
“My work involved anti-submarine
warfare, interdiction, long-range patrol,
and search and rescue. As part of the VP34 unit, I flew in all 12 of the unit’s aircraft. Unfortunately, two of these aircraft
with 19 men aboard were lost. With the
flight test division, I flew on test and experimental aircraft.”
Ed’s final rank was AD2. He received
a battle efficiency award, combat air
crewman wings, a commendation, and
good conduct award; he was honored for
his work in national defense. “There were
numerous in-flight emergencies,” he says,
“fires, maydays, open sea landings, the
loss of one engine, and more.”
Paul Plotnick, U.S. Army Reserve.
“After college graduation, I served from
1969 to 1974, achieving the rank of Staff
Sergeant. I was an expert shot, the highest
ranking for marksmanship, and taught
others how to shoot. I could hit a target at

to train Marines going to Vietnam in
close combat.
“Unlike many of my fellow service
men, I had a relatively easy day. We
started at six in the morning, and I was
done by one in the afternoon. I never
went to war or participated in actual combat.” Gary’s final rank was Corporal.

300 meters (a football field in length)
without a scope.”
Paul went through basic training and
Advanced Individual Training (AIT) at
Ft. Polk Louisiana, then taught basic
training skills to new recruits.
Once Paul told his unit’s new Captain
that it was his (the Captain’s) job to inspect night training. “He told me he was a
Captain, and I shouldn’t tell him what to
do. Later when his unit was to run some
West Point Cadets through the night compass course, someone forgot to bring out
the box of compasses. The Commandant
of West Point called our Generals. Now,
to this day I have no idea where that Captain went. The moral of this incident is
that a good Sergeant will always make an
officer look good.”
Gary Paetsch, U.S. Marines; Close Combat Platoon. In 1973 Gary went to Camp
Pendleton, California for basic training
and was to train as a radio operator, but
once officers realized he was an expert
in karate, they redirected his service

Bob Wiesman, U.S. Naval Air Reserve; Jet Mechanic. “I served for eight
years, 1962-1970, and trained at the Naval Air Technical Training Center in Millington, Tennessee where I specialized as
a jet mechanic for A4B Skyhawk jet
fighters in addition to work on the flight
line. I was stationed at the Glenview Naval Air Station and Guantanamo, Cuba
Air Station, where I was recognized with
a service commendation.”
Bob was part of the crew on the flight
line, assisting pilots and servicing their
planes. He would send them out and bring
them back from training missions. His final
rank was E-5, Second-Class Petty Officer.
Eric Kirchner, U.S. Army; Airborne
Infantry. Eric began his career in the military 30 years ago in 1981, training at Ft.
Benning, Georgia; he currently is a Master Sergeant, E-8. “I served in Ft. Richardson, Alaska for two years, Ft. Benning, Georgia for 18 months, Bosnia for
nine months, and Ft. McCoy, Wisconsin
for 18 months in addition to short tours in

Paul Plotnick

Ed Bojan
Bob Wiesman
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Mike Walker

Larry Nelson
Turkey, Korea, and Germany. In Alaska I
defended the oil pipeline.”
Eric’s military career includes jumping
out of airplanes for four years. He has
received an Army Achievement award,
Good Conduct award, NATO ribbon, and
an Army Commendation.
Don Vertone, U.S. Army; Combat
Infantryman, Combat Engineer, and Specialist in Camouflage. “I served from
1954-1956, beginning with training at Ft.
Leonard Wood, Missouri. From there I
was stationed at Ft. Leonard Wood and
Ft. Belvoir, Virginia where I was assigned to different units to train men in
camouflage techniques.” Don’s final rank
was Pvt. E-1. There is more about his life
in the military in on pages 4-6 in this issue of “The Accelerator.”
Gary Thrasher, U.S. Army, Armament Maintenance. “After graduating
from the Virginia Military Institute, I
received an Army commission as a Second Lieutenant and a Bachelor of Science
degree in Civil Engineering. I trained at
the U.S. Army Aberdeen Test Center in
Maryland and from 1966-1968 specialized in armament maintenance.”
Gary was stationed in Aberdeen, Maryland, Vietnam, and Ft. Meade, Maryland;
he was a platoon leader in addition to his
work in armament maintenance. He received an Army Commendation Award
and a Vietnam Service Medal. His final
rank was First Lieutenant.
Gary met his future wife, Mary, when he
returned from Vietnam. “She was a Navy
brat,” he says, “and wanted me to stay in
the Army. I told her, ‘No thank you.’ ” He
is a life member of the VFW and NRA.
Michael Walker, U.S. Army, Military
Police. “In 1968 I trained at Ft. Bragg,
North Carolina and then served at Ft.
Bragg, Ft. Gordon, Georgia, and Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri; I was a member of
MACV U.S. Army Vietnam, 18th Brigade, 716 M.P. Battalion. Along with

regular military units, I defended
the U.S. Embassy in Vietnam, took
part in the defense of Saigon and
Cholon, and enforced the Uniform
Code of Military Justice (UCMJ); I was
also a convoy escort on Hwy 1 and had
extensive training in the UCMJ top security clearance.
Mike received a Presidential Unit Citation, Meritorious Unit Commendation
with Oak Leaf Cluster, Vietnamese Cross
of Gallantry with Palm, and a Second
Oak Leaf Cluster.
Mike recalls a crazy story from Vietnam that took place at check point Alpha
the night he and Don Bonk, a cheese head
from Wisconsin, had a few hours of free
time. “We decided to go to Saigon, enjoy
some liquid refreshments, bar hop on Thu
Doa Street, and womanize. We got a little
wasted and hitched a ride with a Vietnamese Papa san who pedaled one of those
three-wheeled cycles called a cyclo.
“Don took control of the cyclo while
the driver and I rode in the back. Papa san
was not one bit happy with the arrangement but had no choice than to go along
with it. We were nearly shot by our own
guys when we sped up to the check point
with Don driving and Papa san and me
hanging on for our lives with only two
wheels on the ground as sparks flew from
the metal frame.”
Mike served for two years and was a
SPC E4 when he was discharged.
John Huber, National Guard; Combat
Engineer. “I served for six years, 19651971, with basic and advanced training at
Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri where I
learned to build bridges. Being in the National Guard, we served for one weekend
every month, then every year my unit
spent two weeks together in the summer.
“My unit was called to duty for 10 days
in Chicago when Martin Luther King, Jr.
was shot; we also served when a tornado
went through Oak Lawn and after the

Eric Kirchner

Recommended Reading
Unbroken: A World War II Story of
Survival, Resilience & Redemption, by
Laura Hillenbrand (Amazon), is an
amazing story of a young man who
trains to be a athlete in the Berlin Olym
pic Games but instead finds himself in
the Army Air Force. This 2nd Lt. embarks on an incredible journey, begin
ning with his downed aircraft over the
Pacific. After 34 days on a raft fighting
sharks, cold, thirst, hunger, scalding
sun, he and his comrades are picked up
by the Japanese. The journey begins. A
Japanese prisoner of war is his fate, and
his future depends on his will, hope, and
resolve to survive. Unbroken is a testa
ment of to the resilience of the human
mind, body and spirit.
It’s amazing to read about a man
who never gave up. While most of us
could of never endured what he went
through as a prisoner of war, he somehow managed to survive. This is a true
story, thoroughly researched, and
beautifully written. I couldn’t put it
down. I highly recommend this book,
even if you are not a fan of military
history.
— Mary Thrasher
1968 Democratic Convention in Chicago.” John achieved the rank of Corporal at the time he was discharged.
Richard Stockman, U.S. Army/National Guard; Jeep Mechanic. “I trained at
Ft. Knox, Kentucky, then served at Ft.
Knox, Fort Drum, New York, and in New
York City. As a member of the New York
Army Guard, I gave orders to other units
as a part of Headquarters Company.
Continued on page 15
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Great Corvette Drives

The Great River Road
By Susan Frissell
Although it may not be for everyone,
driving the Great River Road (GRR) offers
much compared to the average interstate. It
changes direction often, crossing the Mississippi River when it can, and dallying in
towns all other roads have forgotten. Driving the GRR, road trippers can escape semitrucks, creeping RVs, and the endless billboards usually found on more traveled
routes. Other rewards include local color

La Crosse, WI

and wildlife. The Great River Road was
created in 1938 from a network of federal,
state, and local roads.
The drive (also known as the River
Road) forms a single route along the Mississippi. Showing off the 10 states bordering the Mississippi River, the GRR varies
from two-and-four-lane freeways to unpaved track. The 100-mile drive from
Prescott, where it crosses the St. Croix
River, to La Crosse is the portion that
stretches across southwestern Wisconsin.
Heading south on Rte. 35, the GRR
crosses a part of the glacial plain. The
fertile soil here is a product of "drift," a
pulverized soil left by the ice sheets. Farther south, the road enters an area known
as the Driftless Region, a pocket of limestone bluffs and rocky uplands that begin
around a town called Maiden Rock.
Along the 100-mile stretch travelers get
a close-up view of the Mississippi for
longer periods than anywhere on the
route. Small towns, some with a population under 100, all compete for the Main
Street USA claim to fame. For some of
these towns, the GRR is their only street.
Not prettied-up for tourists, these hamlets
along the margin are original. Most have

at least one gas station and a roadhouse
with a neon beer sign in the window.
In addition to the riverside scenery,
Stockholm has a replica of the Little
House on the Prairie log cabin and Amish
crafts. Alma offers an observation platform over Lock and Dam No. 4. In Trempealeau, you can have dinner and stay the
night at the Historic Trempealeau Hotel,
Restaurant, and Saloon, the only survivor
of a downtown fire in 1888.
If you can sneak past the
plethora of modern America,
such as fast food, gas, and lodging establishments into downtown La Crosse, you will find
century-old buildings still standing. Two miles east of Main
Street lies Grandad Bluff, offering a view of the city and the
Mississippi from 590 feet up.
Historic Trempealeau Hotel
Trempealeau, WI

The Trip From Prescott
To La Crosse
Distance of Drive: 131 miles
Stops Along the Way: Around the second
weekend in May, Trempealeau’s annual out
door music series features established bands
throughout the summer months. Rent bikes
or canoes and navigate the 100-mile network
of paved trails or canoe the Long Lake Canoe
Trail.
Must East: Historic Trempealeau Restaurant
and Saloon, Trempealeau, Wisconsin (608534-6898), features seafood to Tex Mex;
Sabatino’s 24-hour diner, La Crosse, Wisconsin; and Bodega Brew Pub, La Crosse,
Wisconsin.
Best Time of Year to Drive: Autumn and
summer are both beautiful seasons for the
100-mile drive from Prescott to La Crosse.
The leaves in Fall are spectacular, and you
are likely to hit one or more Oktoberfests.
Points of Interest: Bluffs, trees, hiking, camping, fishing, and scenic river drives abound
on the Great River Road. La Crosse, the largest town along the 100-mile route, has much
to see and do, including the Heileman Brewery (turn right on the GRR at 1111 S. 3rd
Street), the Museum of Modern Technology,
and La Crosse Doll Museum, among others.
Resorts: Trempealeau Hotel, Trempealeau,
Wisconsin.

I have driven the GGR several times,
most often in August as part of the route
followed by the Open Air Classic Convertible group of which I am a member.
During these tours, the OAC group stops
at checkpoints to grab a signature or
stamp while completing a list needed to
enter a raffle. Visiting local businesses
enables drivers to see some of the most
remarkable off-the-beaten path communities, meeting friendly people.
There are so many great scenic routes
throughout the country, you could be
road-tripping all year!

Susan Frissell has been an automotive
writer for 25 years and is editor and publisher of www.Womenwithwheels.com. She
has traveled throughout the U.S. and Canada and has touched down in every state.

States: Arkansas, Illinois, Iowa, Kentucky,
Louisiana, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri,
Tennessee, and Wisconsin.
Length: 2,069.0 mi / 3,329.7 km
Time to Allow: Allow six days to drive or
ten days to enjoy the entire byway.
Throughout history the Mississippi River
influenced many lives: the Dakota, Chippewa, and Hopewell cultures; early French
voyagers; African-Americans seeking freedom on the Underground Railroad; and
many more.
Through its charming river towns and
metropolitan cities, historic sites and cultural
artifacts, today’s Great River Road still links
resources, people, and history.
Also, there are a lot of books on road trips
and scenic drives: Roads: Driving America’s
Great Highways (Larry McMurty) and Scenic Driving Minnesota (Phil Davies)
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CNCC’s Vette Talk
CNCC Goes To Bowling Green
Imagine you are a young boy in a small
town in Illinois, Indiana, or Kentucky; it’s
a warm summer day and as you look up
you see a wondrous sight — 22 Corvettes
of all kinds are winding their way through
your town or speeding past your farm
house. C3s, C4s, C5s and C6s! Red, yellow, blue, grey, black, and white!
That’s the way it was the weekend of
June 9th as our club made its first pilgrimage to Bowling Green, Kentucky. Our illustrious tour guides, Mark and Diane Hall,
coordinated 24 vehicles and 45 people for a
fun filled and action packed four days. We
ate together, drank together, toured sights
together, and laughed together; but most of
all we drove together for almost 500 miles.
Twenty-two Corvettes turned heads whereever we went, even in Bowling Green.
At the Corvette Museum, we became
part of the exhibit as we parked our cars
along the semi-circle in front for photographs and visitors who watched. We had
an unveiling ceremony of the CNCC Club
Brick, the Stockmans’ brick, the Hills’
brick, and the memorial brick for Bob
Foley, then we toured the museum and
learned the complete history of the Cor-

vette. The next day we toured
the Corvette Assembly Plant
and saw components of the
2013 being “married.” It was
awe inspiring and some of us
even fell in love. There were
also trips to the Railway Museum, the Jim Beam Distillery,
many restaurants, and even a
Dairy Queen.
Some fond memories began
the first day out when we
stopped for lunch in Robinson,
Illinois and George Sianis
gave the restaurant owner’s
son his first Corvette ride. It
was also rumored that George
set a record of 145 mph somewhere in Kentucky! We also
discovered how the lemming
theory works because it is hard
not to follow the car in front
of you, even when its driver strays
from specific directions and leads you
astray. At 50, 60, or 70 mph decisions are
tough to make. However, we always
ended up together — eventually!
Everyone enjoyed the camaraderie of
the extended weekend, and the cars per-

Advertise in “The Accelerator”

Your Business Card Here
(Only $20 Per Year; Printed Quarterly)

Contact Judy Nelson
CNCCEditorial@comcast.net

u!
Thank Yo
Diane
Mark and
formed well and without incident. A
GREAT BIG THANK YOU TO MARK
AND DIANE HALL for their time, effort, and attention to detail that made this
a memorable, success trip.
— Sharlene Wayman
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Memories of Bowling Green

President’s Message, Cont’d from page 1
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May 19—Our Tech Session with
Elvis Beltran at the Stasek Garage

Drive Your Corvette To Work
Friday, June 29th is the 12th Annual
Drive Your Corvette to Work Day,
sponsored by Mid America Motoworks. In honor of Drive Your Corvette
to Work Day, enthusiasts across America will make America’s Sports Car
their commuter for the day.
Drive Your Corvette to Work Day is
held on the Friday closest to June 30th
to commemorate the day the first Corvette rolled off the assembly line in
1953 in Flint, Michigan. I encourage
every Corvette owner to drive his Corvette on June 29th.
It’s a great way to celebrate the
birthday of America’s Sports Car, said
Mike Yager, Mid America Motor-

Using a computer to
check out a Corvette
work’s founder and Chief Cheerleader.
“We understand why many owners
consider the Corvette to be a special
car and only drive it occasionally,”
said Yager. “But we think driving your
Corvette to work at least one day a
year is an excellent way to demonstrate just how popular Corvettes are.
Wave to other Corvette owners; it’s a
perfect chance for Corvette owners to
meet each other.”
Corvette owners, this is your chance
to show off your passion! Drive your
Corvette on June 29, take a photo of
your ride at work, and post it on
CNCC’s facebook page,
www.facebook/com/corvettepassion.
— Susan Frissell

components, I also included another suspension factor: the Corvette foam seat
cushions. Having severe back problems,
I’ve become painfully aware when car
seats no longer serve their intended purpose and ordered replacement foam foundations from Knoch Interiors (http://www
.alknochinteriors.com/).
After 12 years my original GM foam
seat foundations had seen more than their
share of usefulness. When these foam
cushions wear out, it happens insidiously,
without you noticing it. It is only when
you replace the cushions that you begin to
realize how worn out the originals were.
Unlike upholstery covering, which can
develop rips or cracks, foam denies you
any visual wear indicators so you must
rely on your buttocks and spine.
The next day I picked up my Corvette
and took it for a test ride. The difference
was staggering! Now the car handles,
corners, and stops in a straight line every
time no matter what the road surface. As
it turns out, my shock absorber test results
proved to be right on target. I am now
prepared for a worry-free trip to Bowling
Green and an enjoyable summer.

What’s New, Continued from page 2
What about car classifications. Are the
classes the same as last year’s?
Gary: The classes are exactly the same.

What comments have you heard about
our judging system?
Tom: We’ve been told that judging is
a weak point because members tend to
vote for other members. Outsiders see
people with the same color shirt or whatever we are wearing, winning trophies
one after the other. Last year 60% of
CNCC members won trophies. I’m going
to make a nomination for a “Display
Only” category for members. Last year I
displayed my car for $20 and did not
want to be considered for a trophy. I hope
that many of the club members will understand this and follow suit.
Gary: In my opinion we are hosting a
car show and shouldn’t have our cars
judged. We can go to other shows for
that. More people will come to our show
if they know they have a better chance of
winning a trophy, which is important to
everyone. It’s politics.
Who are the judges this year?
Gary: It is participant judging, but people who aren’t in the show will do the
judging for the “Best Of ” categories —
best engine modified, best engine stock,
best in show. That’s only fair. We select
these people on the day of the show and
have no trouble with getting judges.
What else is going on in the show?
Frank: Glenn is going to be cooking
hamburgers and hot dogs, and we’ll have
Uncle Harry’s Ice Cream for the children.

There will be personal massages and
manicures; we are trying to give a more
family-day feel to the event than before.
Tom: We are advertising the car show
as “Fun for the Entire Family.” If we
make it so, word will get out that it is a
one-of-a-kind car show, and more and
more people will be sure to attend in the
years ahead.

Salute To Veterans, Cont’d from page 9
“Ft. Knox was known as the Home of
Armor back then. Our training company
commander was new to the base, and
during one 20-mile march, he marched us
to the wrong end of a tank firing range.
We looked up and realized we were about
200 yards from the business end of an
Abrams tank.” Rich received a ribbon for
his skills in marksmanship.
Larry Nelson, U.S. Army; Portable
Bridge Building, Demolition, Combat
Engineer, and Laying Mine Fields. “I
trained at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri in
1956 and was transferred to Ft. Lewis,
Washington where I trained to assemble
portable bridges. My unit moved to Aschaffenburg, Germany for additional
training, including war games, where we
put our skills to use.
“Just before we left Germany, I was in
a compound that included a tank battalion. A beer-drinking buddy in this battalion passed by my barracks in a tank and
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asked if I wanted to go for a ride. I drove
the tank was sitting up top in the turret
when my Sergeant drove by in the opposite direction. You should have seen his
eyes roll back when he saw me. I was
never charged.”
Larry was discharged at Ft. Sheridan,
Illinois in 1958 with the rank of Specialist
Third Class, and he received medals for
marksmanship and good conduct.
Joe Cheslak, U.S. Army; Infantry. Joe
spent the years 1966-69 in the army, two
of them in Vietnam with the 25th Infantry
in the village of Dau Tieng. In Chu Chi a
he was a door gunner on a Huey for the
25th Aviation Battalion.
Ron Lerner, U.S. Army Reserve; Engineering Branch. “In 1962 after six
months of active training, I was transferred to a communications center in
Bullville, New York where we would
send and receive communications. Then I
served for five-and-a-half years on reserve status.
“In Bullville, one of the service men
was PFC General Tuck. That was his
name. Someone heard that a General was
coming and pulled all vacations and
passes to have the men shine up the place.
The person neglected to read ‘PFC.’ Everyone was mad at General Tuck from the
day he came ‘til the day he left.” 

CNCC
Les Rubin
900 Skokie Blvd., Ste. 122
Northbrook, Illinois 60062

Memorable Corvette,
The National Corvette
Museum, Bowling Green, KY

What is Chicagoland North Corvette Club?
Chicagoland North Corvette Club, established
in 2006, is a not-for-profit, membership-based
club of enthusiastic Corvette owners who are
dedicated to the admiration, preservation, and
restoration of all years of Chevrolet Corvettes.
The purpose of the club is to not only promote
the care, maintenance, restoration, and performance modifications of Corvettes, but also to provide opportunities for its members to meet,
socialize, participate in group activities, and
maintain a spirit of friendship and camaraderie.

The club plans a variety of events, including car
shows, cruise nights, racing and autocross events,
club outings (both vehicle and nonvehicle related),
technical sessions (paint and auto body, mechanical
topics, maintenance-related issues, interior tips, and
other topics), and caravan road trips. We meet on
the last Thursday of the month at 7:00 PM (join us
for supper at 6:00). Please check the CNCC web
site — www.chicagolandnorthcorvetteclub.org —
for the restaurant where we plan to meet and a map
of its location.

How Do You Join CNCC?
It’s easy to join CNCC. Contact our Membership
Chairman, Dee Norlin at 847-634-6678 or at
nortnd@comcast.net. Club membership dues are
$30/year per household, due January 1. We’d really
enjoy your friendship.

www.ChicagolandNorthCorvetteClub.org

